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Week 2 
“Jesus took with him Peter 
and James and John and 
led them up a high mountain 
where they could be alone 
by themselves” Mk 9: 2-10

The story of God’s creation is long and ancient. Some 
of it is told in the Eucalypt forests found in Australia’s 
Great Dividing Range. 
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They evolved from rainforest ancestors, adapting to 
a more arid environment with poor soils. There are 
about 700 different species unique to Australia. 
They are important for the conservation of Australia’s 
biodiversity and help protect soil and water in  
catchments, including the Murray–Darling Basin. 

Mountain Ash, which can live for 350 years and grow 
to 100 metres is the world’s tallest flowering plant. A 
new study found they are the best trees in the world at 
locking up carbon.  

Find out why. 
www.abc.net.au/science
articles/2009/06/16/2599532 
htm?site=science/tricks&topic=latest 

Gather a variety of gumnuts and eucalypt 
leaves and look at them under a  
microscope or a hand-held lens.   
What do you find?

 God Inspiring…..

Ancient Gumtrees 
Lord, your ancient, noble red gums scattered 
across the grasslands.

Of southern plains and valleys, never fail to 
move me, Awakening a mood of admiration, awe, 
and meditation. Their weathered, warped limbs, 
gnarled and distorted. Like the arthritic limbs, 
hands and fingers, of one most dear to me,
Insist on reaching out and up in some defiant  
ballet of divine celebration.

Immense trunks, bent in a long-past sapling youth 
by prevailing winds, and scarred from storms
which centuries ago tore out limbs, invite me to 
touch and gently feel the texture, or rest my cheek 
in love.

Fed by massive, mis-shapen roots which before 
my life began, had already explored the ground of 
their being and found it sufficient.

These old folk, Lord, of your other kingdom, share 
with me the secret of grace.  B Prewer (in Year of 
the Outback)

Compare the feelings expressed here 
with those of the Subanen peoples in 
Mindanao.
Find out the difference between old 
growth forests and plantations.

 God Challenging…..

Reflection

Getting to know Eucalypts

  God Revealing…..
Meditation

“The gum tree stands by the 
spring. 

I peel its splitting bark
And found a written track
Of a life I could not read.” 
From “Scribbly Gum”  
by Judith Wright

Why do you think people like to go  
walking in these places? 
 
Pray in gratitude for the gifts of solitude 
and forest life

God is revealed in our old growth forests...in the 
evolution of life over long periods.   

What do we need to do to meet our 
short term needs for paper, housing 
and energy without compromising our 
need to preserve the ancient heritage 
of our eucalypt forests?

The great Red Gums in the 
creek-beds of the Flinders fill 
me with wonder; their feeling of 
strength of limb, of vigour and 
life, suggest the very spirit of 
endurance 
Hans Heyson, artist, 1926

“Nature therefore becomes a Gospel that 
speaks to us of God”   
Pope John Paul  II, Gen Audience, Jan 26th 2000

Adrian Tritschler

Mountain Ash
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